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Technology-driven age?

Rather, deep conceptual changes are
being enabled, accelerated and
influenced in iterative ways by digital
technologies.

The past and present of computers in
History is not primarily about historians
and technology.

Rather, preliminary research suggests
that the use of computers in History
reflects the changing meaning

in the discipline of:

1. Numbers - “quantitative”
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1980s-1990s (Histoire 2.0)

2000s-présent (Histoire 3.0)
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50 ANS DE RECHERCHES DEMOGRAPHIQUES  © eatctonr 1 suvar

Un colloque a été organisé les 13 et 14 mai derniers pour marquer le cinquantiéme

du de en de I'UdeM (PRDH).
Une célébration scientifique pour un projet qui se renouvelle avec les années.

Fondé en 1966, hmumwrmwmmmumw:mm afin d'étudier

PROH et professeure en démographie & FUdeM, Lisa Y. Dilon. L‘th.ncalhoﬁqmlcnmbsws
pour suivre Je développement de la civilisation. »

Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie (1968):

“L'historien de demain sera
programmeur ou ne sera plus ”

Le Roy Ladurie, Le territoire de I'historien, p. 14

“Like the fountain pen and the typewriter
before it, the computer is now accepted as
a tool that can make a historian's life more
pleasant and more productive.”

Sheldon Hackney, "Power To the Computers: A Revolution in History?" American
Federation of Information Processing Societies Spring Joint Computer Conference
Proceedings, 36 (1970), 275-79.
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Computers and the Humanities

The official journal of The Association for Computers and the

Humanities

Clio and Computers:
Moving into Phase II, 1970-1972

Joel H. Silbey *

anities, Vol. 7, No. 2, Annual Survey of
, Part Il (Nov., 1972), pp. 67-79

“It should be noted at the outset
that it is impossible for any person
to any longer keep track of, let alone
digest, all of the computer-assisted
research in all fields of history. At
best we can note high points and
report trend.”

“In the 1960s, historians self-consciously
experimented and learned about the
utility of computers for their own
research. That period now seems past.
Computer-assisted historical research
appears to have hit its stride, become
more ‘'normal’ and much less self-
conscious.”
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“Quantitative research in history remains
controversial. There are still occasional
emotional reactions against playing with
computers at all, or a grumpy comment that
the resources expended have not produced
commensurate concrete results. More
pointedly, a number of historians are
apprehensive that relying on quantitative
analysis and computer technology will cause a
fundamental change in the nature of history
itself.”

Robert Zemsky called in 1969 for historians to “invent
a methodology — including computer programs — of
our own, a methodology designed to cope with the
peculiar kinds of evidence with which we deal.”

Robert Swierenga defined this need in 1970 as “the
vital task of the next generation....Borrowing from
other disciplines is not the solution” (since historians
deal with different kinds of evidence that call for
different statistics and computer programs)

HISTORICAL METHODS NEWSLETTER:

QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT

Vol. 1, WNo. 1 Decexber 1967

GENESIS

er of 1965, thirty-one hi
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Volume 53
Number 1
January-March 2020
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Competieg in the Humanities
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NOBEL LAURZATE IN ECONOMIC SCIENCES

and Stanley L. Engerman

TIME ON
THE CROSS

The Economics of American Negro Slavery
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The New York Review of Books

VOLUME 22, NUMBER 15 + OCTOBER 2, 1975

The True & Tragical History of 'Time on the Cross

“The book may have a longer life than it deserves
because of the awesome financial and institutional
apparatus that stands behind it. Time on the Cross
is a product of factory scholarship and we know
what happens to artisans who compete with
factories. The production line for Time on the Cross
was subsidized by government grant money and
manned by dozens of graduate research assistants
who are now fiercely loyal to their company and its
products.”

Literacy and Social Structure
in Nineteenth Century Ontario:
An Exercise in Historical Methodology
by H. J. Mavs® and H. F. Maxzw
Peter Laslett, the British social historian, s ted recently |hn one
of the most compelling tasks facing the historian of social structure is “the
v:ryofbo-pe-upupomm the population could read and write
at any point in time.™ * Not enly -hmuy-mewypmohbcm

Lawrence Stone s ts, to social stratification, employmen!

tunities, religion, "ﬁm of social control, de-eg,nphc md r....ly

patterns, and economic organization.! In short, as either a dependent or
it variable, li may provide an important key 1o a better

i raning of b o i

Research in the area of lit has increased in both intensity and
diversit dunmg ot decade decade. The work of Carlo Cipolla, Lawrence
‘ Kenneth Lockridge, and R. ‘ebb attests to a

ing ncay-non in Britain and the United States of the importance of
ﬁwmq studses.” In Canada the oaly systematic md;a of literacy rates
that have been published recently are those of H. J. Gy

Almost thirty years ago A.RM. wwm- by 1867 "mest
people outside Quebec were more or less literate.” * This statement seemed
to satisfly most Canadian historians until Graff began his work. Indeed, the
word “literacy™ does not even appear in the index of C. P. de T.

Herbet 1. Mays i 4 PAD. canddateat MeMaster University. . F. Manal 3

I—r&hmw&bhﬂ(‘—qﬂ-—y
4 P-ul.-m The Warld We Hove Lot (Londsa: 1971), 207.
Srows, “Liseracy and Education in England, 1640.1900," Pust and
n-‘xumwn,—-

Carlo Carousa, ond Develogment in the West (Fammondweorth: 1969);

i-u-n-,u K Scuormis, “The Mesasement o Lerscy i Poe fnbostral Engled,

od. Jack Gooor (Cambridge  1969). 311.25; K. K. Kraa,

Hisorical Review, LX'

o Readers o arly W r..u.t K v
in cvorsn
um:"!mx and “Li i—' o Nineteenth Coatury
vk it Reviws SXHI (150 100112,
K. J. Gaury, “Towards 2 Lisercy: Litrecy e Sl
Hamiton, Dbt nu 1-c.u.u oy LA thess, Univerit
“Towards s cuion Orarmty, X1 Pl 9585 41131
“Notes on Meel s-s-dgu. u-mq from .t. Censun,”
Meskods Newsieser, V (1971) Z’n‘dn the K of Litersey.” Urban
Haey, Reviow, M. 3. (1673 ok Sl Sencnrs o County, Canada
Woeat: 1861, Histeire sociale- isory. VI (Apeil, 1973), 2547
A RN, L. Gty o Nason (Tt 946), 341
HISTOIRE SOCIALE - SOCIAL HISTORY 1974

“...to raise methodological questions, to
criticize sources and to provide evidence
to support our contention that the
manuscript census has some very serious
limitations for the study of literacy...”

ESSAY IN REVIEW
Modernizing History *

Michael B. Katz, The People of Hamilton, Canada West ; Family and Class in a Mid-nineteenth-

Century City, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 1975. 38l Pages, Cloth, $17.50.

“...the book's greatest deficiency is that it
is not at all about the people of Hamilton.
It is about what quantitative data can say
about aggregates of people. There is a
very real difference.”

FHistoire Ouvriére Canaclenne
No. 2 (Autumn, 1976), pp. 16-31.
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“To a graduate student such as myself,
engaged in the labourious task of researching
and writing a thesis, the collaborative efforts
of a team of scholars, generously

funded, and immersed in their sources for
five years, promises much.”

THE REVIVAL OF NARRATIVE:
REFLECTIONS ON A NEW OLD HISTORY*

Lawrence Stone

Past & Present, No. 85 (Nov., 1979), pp. 3-24

“Quite separate are the "scientific
historians,” the cliometricians, who are
defined by a methodology rather than by any
particular subject-matter or interpretation of
the nature of historical change. They are
historians who build paradigmatic models,
sometimes counter-factual ones about worlds
which never existed in real life, and who test
the validity of the models by the most
sophisticated mathematical and algebraical
formulae applied to very large

quantities of electronically processed data.”

“There is, however, a difference in kind between
the artisan quantification done by a single
researcher totting up figures on a hand-
calculator and producing simple tables and
percentages, and the work of the cliometricians.
The latter specialize in the assembling of vast
quantities of data by teams of assistants, the use
of the electronic computer to process it all, and
the application of highly sophisticated

mathematical procedures to the results obtained.

Doubts have been cast on all stages of this
procedure.”
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“It is just those projects that have been the most lavishly
funded, the most ambitious in the assembly of vast
quantities of data by armies of paid researchers, the most
scientifically processed by the very latest in computer
technology, the most mathematically sophisticated in pre-
sentation, which have so far turned out to be the most
disappointing.

Today, two decades and millions of dollars, pounds and
francs later, there are only rather modest results to show
for the expenditure of so much time, effort and money.
There are huge piles of greenish print-out gathering dust
in scholars' offices; there are many turgid and
excruciatingly dull tomes full of tables of figures, abstruse
algebraic equations and percentages given to two decimal
places.”

“Quantitative history has gained few
converts, social science methodology
remains suspect, and theory —

begged, borrowed or invented —

is steadfastly ignored in the interests of
narration untrammelled by either
speculation about or commitment to a
systematic theory of social discontinuity.”

DAVID GAGAN and H.E. TURNER, “Social History in Canada:
A Report on the ‘State of the Art,” Archivaria 14, 1982.

Robert P. Swierenga,

"Historians and Computers: Has
the Love Affair Gone Sour?”

OAH Newsletter 12 (Nov. 1984), Special
Supplement, 2-3.

Vannevar Bush
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Atlantic

As We May Think

By Vannevar Bush

originally written in 1939,
first published in July 1945

Consider a future device for individual use, which is a sort of mechanized privae file
and library. It needs a name, and, to coin one at random, "memex” will do. A memex
is a device in which an individual stores all his books, records, and communications,

and which is mechanized so that it may be consulted with exceeding speed and

flexibility. I is an enlarged intimate supplement to his memory.

Memns oy b of o At wadd ey iy | s and caset il sn e seliwn | e e vyveahen s Regedags Samie g
D o we g w e agnly st i Mind by ol maders A bl 0o e hasas R sk aly
A e e eghend sea, et ared BT them Ay e e Gy dedh b b abveveee EUE AR TTLp 1Y

The historian, with a vast chronological account of a people, parallels it with a skip
trail which stops only on the salient items, and can follow at any time contemporary
trails which lead him all over civilization at a particular epoch. There is a new
profession of trail blazers, those who find delight in the task of establishing useful trails
through the enormous mass of the common record. The inheritance from the master
becomes, not only his additions to the world's record, but for his disciples the entire

scaffolding by which they were erected.

3/11/20
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LIBRARIES OF THE FUTURE

J. C. R. Licklider

THE M.LT. PRESS

Massachusetts Institute of Technology ""l I
Cambridge, Massachusetts

COPYRIGHT © 1965

“...research libraries are becoming choked from
the proliferation of publication, and that the
resulting problems are not of a kind that
respond to merely more of the same — ever and
ever larger bookstacks and ever and ever more
complicated catalogues.”

Jore citarore
A‘a*z}é'b*é*t*af:ﬁ : 4
|dbdbdobabbabdbbsbooss

Fig. 3. Over-all structure of the procognitive system. The circles and
ellipses represent advanced and specialized computer systems. The
squares represent man-computer interfaces, those of echelon 4 being
stations or consoles for substantive users of the system. Most of the

J.C.R. LICKLIDER AND THE
RevorurioN Tuar Mape
CoMruTING PERSONAL
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Quantitative social history’ is now old hat in Canada,
though it was shiny and new only twelve years
ago...... The interesting development is not that from
qualitative to quantitative history...Rather, it is the
impact of large-scale, collaborative research in social
history on the practices of historical research as a
whole.”

Ian Winchester (1980)

Hs-SH, Vol. XlIl, No 25 (mai-May 1980)

Canada's System of Justice v Laws v

Canad2
I

=+ RS.C,. 1985, ¢, $-12 - Table of Contents = R.S.C., 1985, ¢. S-12

Social and Council Act (R.S.C., 1985, c. §-12)
Full D HIML (4 Buttons | XML [26 KB} | PDF [228 KB)
© Act current to 2020-02-11 and last amended on 2012-06-29. Previous Versions

Previous Page Table of Contents

Next Page

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Act
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The Canadian Committee on History and Computing
Le comité canadien d’histoire et d'informatique

© The Canadian Committee on History and Computing / Le comité canadien d'histoire et d'informatique 2005
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The Aftermath

Spring 1065 to Fall 1870

In Fall 1994, Roy Rosenzweig founded the Center for History and New Media (CHNM) in the Depart

nt of History and Art
History at George Mason University (GMU)

The Center's origins lay in an agreement between the American Social History Project
(ASHP) and GMU in 1930 that provided time for Roy to work with his longtime ASHP
collaborators Steve Brier and Josh Brown on a CD-ROM edition of ASHP's Who Built
America? textbook. After the first disk was finished, in August 1933, Roy proposed
establishing a Center for History and New Media at GMU. The Center’s first funded projects
were collaborations with ASHP and the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH),
beginning in 1995 with a second Who Built America? CD-ROM, followed in 1997 by Liberty,
Equality, Froternity, and in 1998 by History Matters.

Roy Rosenzwelg

The Center was first located in Roy's office in Dickenson Hall on the Fairfax Campus, with

computers in the lobby of the Department's offices. Michael O'Malley, who joined the

Department the same semester that Roy launched the Center, became Roy's main
collaborator, and, in 1995, formally CHNM's Associate Director. Elena Raziogova, who began a PhD at GMU in 1995, joined
the Center as its first staff member, working ten hours a week. When the Department moved to Robinson Hall in 1997,
CHNM expanded to two offices ¢

nnected by a lobby area, which contained computers and a printer - not dedicated
equipment for the Center, but available for general use by the Department. A postdoctoral fellow, Greg Brown, arrived in
1597, to work on Liberty, Equality, Fraternity. In 1938, three Graduate Research Assistants (GRAs) from the History
Department joined the Center staff, together with a webmaster
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“There are signs of changing times, growing
awareness, genuine interest, but also conservatism
reaction, and resistance in traditional disciplines
and, at the core of their research, to information
technology for its own sake.”

p. 241

Comité International
des Sciences Historiques

XVl

International Committee
of Historical Sciences

N 2P

MONTREAL — Thémes majeurs

1) Nations, Peoples, and State Forms;

2) Women, Men, and Historical Change: Case Studies 1995
on the Impact of Gender History;

3) Peoples in Diaspora: Changing Sources, Forms, and
Meanings.

Computers and the Humanisies 30: 347-350, 1997 347
© 1997 Kiwwer Academic Publishers. Prinsed in the Netherlands.

Computers and historians: Past, present, and future

José E. Igartua

Département d histoire, Université du Québec @ Montréal, P.O. Box 8888, Downtown Siation, Montréal, Québec,
H3C 3P8 Canada

e-mail: igartua jose@ugam.ca

Abstract

This article is an introduction 10 this thematic issue on historical computing, produced on the occasion of the

tenth of the A for History and Computing. It offers a brief presentation of the
and five ples of current work in historical computing.

SCROLARS LB

Spatial Humanities

The Spatial Turn in History

3/11/20
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== HGIS LAB
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COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCE UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN

The Historical GIS Lab unites history and geography to explore change through time
and variation across space. Merging historical methods with Geographic Information
Systems technology opens up i analytical p for historical research.

Learn More

Mgy, DEPLOIEMENTS

-

canadiens-francais
en Amérique du Nord o«
1760-1914

Yves Frenette

Professeur et titulaie de la Chaire Ge recherche du Canada de
niveau 1 sr les migrations, les transferts et les communautés
francophones, il est I'un des phus grands spécialistes de la

del des groupes
ethniques. Autewr ou co-suteur de deux livres et de plus de 100
chapitres et articles, il a également dirigé plus d'une quinzaine
ouvrages collectifs dont la majorité porte sur le fait francais en
Amérique du Nord, Yves Fremette est également Fauteur du site wed
" tequel a reu de
nombreux prix. A l'astomes 2016, Yves Franette a ¢4 Sécoré de
TOrdre Ges trancophones d'Amirique par ke Conseil supérieur de la
langue frangal Quédec. Cette
souligne I carritre

spebs des

engagé
W est aussi membre de la Société historique du Canada.
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Research Council
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La naissance de l'entrepreneuriat de loisir au 18e siécle
le cas de Jean-Baptiste Nicolet

Uexpérience sociale de l'urbanisation en milieu régional
ressources, stratégies et parcours des ménages (1870-
1920)

Uhistoire par enseignement augmenté : Fexemple de Paris
sous la Révolution franaise

Entre hospices et manoirs de I'ige d'or : le bien vieillir au
Québec, 1921-1971

Commerce impérial et transformations environnementales
la formation des hectares fantdmes dans la vallée
Larentienne, 1763-1918

2015 CHA Annual Meeting
University of Ottawa, June 1-3

Share this page [ n

Rethinking interdisciplinarity in history

N Pervasive | change, i i and
mII globalized fxdn.n;e networks have redrawn the contours of our discipline in
recent years. Historical documents that were once exclusively consulted by

— pecialists are now available on many portals that provide mind-boggling
quantities of information. Today, growing numbers who previously had little
p p or no contact with the discipline, are interested in history and are redefining
ll ()11(1\\( the boundaries of the past. M , collections in museums, archives and
institutions nsponsible for preserving the memory of peoples and
communities are uwenm ground that was unimaginable until recently. This
. - lnsled to a fr ion of audi jon based on stated
Canada’s university and ad . ding to the cultural or linguistic origins of
visitors. On our screens at home, in the cinema and at commemorative sites,
history is occupying a growing place and is ly drawing new audi Meanwhile, back on our
campuses, university students are registering for our courses wxlh increasingly varied intellectual and
conceptual backgrounds, as disciplines collide. Over the course of their university careers—particularly at the
graduate level—students are confronted with a vast array of data and research methods, many of which do not
derive from traditional history.

L'Université canadienne

BIG History
BIG Data

So What?!

Department of History Annual Graduate Colloquium

McMaster

3/11/20
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Figure 2: Share of articles with quantitative
evidence in eight Canadian history journals
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Source: Canadian Historical Review, Acadiensis, Revue de I'histoire de I'Amérique frangaise, Ontario
History, B.C. Studies, Journal of the Canadian Historical Association (formerly Historical Papers),
Histoire sociale/Social History and Labowr/le Travail.

Kris Inwood and Peter Baskerville,
CHR, forthcoming
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Workshop on Quantitative Analysis and
the Digital Turn in Historical Studies
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Organizing Committee
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HISTORY
IN THE
AGE OF
ABUNDANCE?
How
the web
is
transforming
historical
research
IAN
MILLIGAN

Preliminary research suggests that
the use of computers in History
reflects the changing meaning
in the discipline of:

1. Numbers - “quantitative”

2. Collaboration and Research Funding
3. Epistemology
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Questions about the past, present and future:

To what extent are we, as historians, actively engaging with the “digital”?
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To what extent are we contributing to the development of “methodology
designed to cope with the peculiar kinds of evidence with which we deal”
Robert Zemsky called for in 1969) since exclusively “Borrowing from other
disciplines is not the solution”(as Robert Swierenga pointed out in 1970)?
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can follow at any time contemporary trails which lead...all over the civilization
at a particular epoch” (as Vannevar Bush wrote in 1939)?
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To what extent are we fulfilling the expectation that a digitally-enabled historian
would establish “a skip trail which stops only on the salient items, and can follow
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To what extent are undergraduate History students acquiring digital literacies?
And graduate students being educated as digitally-enabled historians?
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Questions about the past, present and future:
To what extent are we, as historians, actively engaging with the “digital”?

To what extent are we contributing to the development of “methodology
designed to cope with the peculiar kinds of evidence with which we deal” (as
Robert Zemsky called for in 1969) since exclusively “Borrowing from other
disciplines is not the solution”(as Robert Swierenga pointed out in 1970)?

To what extent are we fulfilling the expectation that a digitally-enabled historian
would establish “a skip trail which stops only on the salient items, and can follow
at any time contemporary trails which lead...all over the civilization at a
particular epoch” (as Vannevar Bush wrote in 1939)?

To what extent are undergraduate History students acquiring digital literacies?
And graduate students being educated as digitally-enabled historians?

To what extent is digitally-enabled History being defined by historians — not as
transformative — but as a faster and more efficient version of the 20t century
print-culture-based historical discipline?

Merci beaucoup!

gaffield@uottawa.ca
@chadgaffield

uOttawa
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